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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PFOR, IO, US 

SUBJECT: JORDAN F-104S 

1 . FOR SOME TIME JORDANIANS HAVE DISCUSSED WITH US DIVESTING 
THEMSELVES OF THEIR ONLY SQUADRON OF F-104S (APPROXIMATELY 20 
AIRCRAFT AND SPARE PARTS) WHICH THEY ACQUIRED PREDOMINATELY VIA 
FMS ROUTE. THIS MAKES GOOD SENSE TO US FOR ANUMBER OF IMPORTANT 
REASONS. MOST RECENT OCCASION WAS SERIES OF CONVERSATIONS 
WITH CURRENT CHIEF OF RJAF, FOLLOWED UP BY KING, CINC BIN 
SHAKER AND COURT CHIEF AND COUNT MINISTER. 

2. JORDANIANS BELIEVE THAT CURRENT MARKET LIMITED TO SALE 
(OR POSSIBLE BARTER) TO CHILE, TURKEY, AND TAIWAN. WE HAVE 
INFORMALLY CAUTIONED THEM NOT TO ASSUME THAT CHILE AND TURKEY 
WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO US ON BASIS OF OUR CURRENT UNDERSTANDING 
THAT BOTH ARE SUBJECT TO US RESTRICTIONS ON DELIVERY THIS TYPE 

OF AIRCRAFT. WE MOST RECENTLY TOLD THEM HOWEVER THAT WE WOULD 
CHECK AGAIN WITH WASHINGTON TO DETERMINE WHETHER OUR UNDER- 
STANDING IS INDEED CORRECT. 

3. AS FAR AS TAIWAN IS CONCERNED, GOJ HAS HAD LONGSTANDING 
AND CLOSE MILITARY RELATIONSHIP. IT BELIEVES, AS WE DO, THAT 
ROC HAS COMPARABLE MODEL F-104S AND THAT A BARTER DEAL IS MORE 
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LIKELY TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS THAN ATTEMPT TO SELL. GOJ IS MOST 
INTERESTED IN F-5ES WHICH THEY KNOW ROC CO-PRODUCES. THEY ARE 
ALSO INTERESTED IN TRAINING ADDITIONAL TO WHAT THEY ALREADY 
RECEIVE FROM ROC, AND POSSIBLY EVEN SOME GROUND FORCE EQUIPMENT. 
GOJ PLANS SEND COURT MINISTER KHAMMASH TO TAIWAN SOON TO EXPLORE 
THIS ALTERNATIVE. 
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4. ACTION REQUESTED: FOR DEPARTMENT - PLEASE VERIFY OR CORRECT 
OUR UNDERSTANDING ABOUT POLICY ON DISPOSAL THESE AIRCRAFT 
TO CHILE AND TURKEY AND ANY LIKLIHOOD OF CHANGE FAVORABLE TO 
GOJ INTERESTS. 

FOR DEFENSE: PLEASE INDICATE ANY OTHER LIKELY MARKET FOR IORDAN'S 
F-104S. 

FOR TAIPEI: WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR ASSESSMENT (WITHOUT 
PLEASE APPROACHING ROC ON THIS POINT) OF LIKELY INTEREST AND 
POSSIBILITY OF CONSUMATING SOME KIND OF BARTER DEAL FOR THESE 
AIRCRAFT BEARING IN MIND GOI AND ROC PAST GOOD POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY RELATIONS. 

PICKERING 
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